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Changes of Inner Lakes in Lake Dongting District in the Past 50 Years

HUANG Qun & JIANG Jiahu
( Nanjing Institute of Geography and Limnology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing 210008, P. R. China)

Abstract; Except the main Lake Dongting, there are some inner lakes located at low-lying fields surrounded by protective embank-
ments in Lake Dongting areas. Due to the influence of human activities, inner lakes was shrinked as well in pace with the main
lake, especially in the past 50 years or so. Comparisons of lake status statistics in different periods, i. e. 1950s,1980s and 2001,
revealed that the number of inner lakes( with areas more than 1 km?) had been decreased from 255 to 122 since 1950s, with total
inner lakes area from 1534.4 km? to 644.2 km?, showing a more rapid shrinkage than that of the main lake. That the reclamation
of lake area for farming in early years especially in 1950s — 1980s, and fish culture activities in 1980s and onwards are the two main
reasons for inner lake shrinking.
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Fig. 1 Inner lakes distribution in Lake Dongting district, 2001
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Tab. 1 Statistics of inner lakes with areas more than 10 km? in Lake Dongting district
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