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Abstract: A study recently published in National Science Review(NSR), titled “Can the Ten-Year Fishing Ban Save the Yangtze River?”
(doi: 10.1093/nsr/nwag299), systematically reviews the policy background, implementation milestones, and early ecological outcomes of
the fishing ban. Positive changes have been observed, such as signs of recovery in the Yangtze finless porpoise population and the
reappearance of Ochetobius elongatus. The fishing ban represents a key institutional intervention for basin-wide aquatic biodiversity
conservation in China. Nevertheless, a more comprehensive ecological framework is needed to determine whether the ban can effectively
restore the Yangtze River ecosystem. Drawing on fundamental ecological principles, this study proposes a hierarchical and classified
assessment framework that incorporates three dimensions: fish life-history types, levels of ecological organization (individual, population,
community, and ecosystem), and assessment functions (effectiveness evaluation, life-history inference, and formulation of classified
conservation strategies). This framework also clarifies the ecological significance of the reappearance of Ochetobius elongatus and

Luciobrama macrocephalus. In addition, the paper discusses the applicability and limitations of the fishing ban, along with future
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conservation priorities. The results offer useful references for long-term effectiveness assessment of the Yangtze fishing ban, refinement of
conservation measures, and ecological restoration efforts in other large river systems.

Keywords: Yangtze River ten-year fishing ban; ecological restoration; assessment framework; aquatic biodiversity conservation
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