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Abstract The ongoing transformation of scholarly publishing has created new challenges for authors,
reviewers, and editors in deciding which journals to engage with. As Editors in Chief of AGU Publications,
we meet annually to reflect on the evolving editorial landscape, consider opportunities for improvement, and
reach consensus on policies, priorities and responsibilities guiding AGU Publications. Here, we argue that
publishing with AGU goes beyond the paper. It advances a set of shared, interconnected scientific purposes
grounded in community stewardship, editorial independence, rigorous peer review, openness, equity, global
participation, and long‐term scientific impact. As a not‐for‐profit global scientific society, AGU publication
revenues are reinvested in science, education, professional development, and community engagement.
Choosing where to publish is ultimately a choice about the scientific values, institutions, and communities we
seek to sustain.

The academic publishing landscape continues to undergo profound change (AGU, 2024; M. A. Xen-
opoulos, 2025). The number of journals and papers is rapidly growing, expensive publication fees have become
the norm, and researchers face increasing pressure to publish quickly and frequently. At the same time, concerns
about review quality, research integrity, misinformation, biases, and discrimination, and even political interfer-
ence have made it more difficult to distinguish reputable publications from opportunistic ones. For many authors
and reviewers, particularly students and early career researchers, navigating this environment is daunting
(Trueblood et al., 2025). Even experienced researchers may feel deeply confused about when, why, and where to
review and publish.
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Choosing where to publish has become more than a practical decision. In today's landscape, that choice is no
longer simply about visibility or speed. It is increasingly a question of purpose: What kind of scientific enterprise
do we want our publications, reviews, and fees to support? Do we want quality over quantity, rigor over speed,
and integrity over compromise? How do we support good science and a healthy scientific community?

As Editors in Chief of AGU Publications, we are facing these questions not only as stewards of a century‐old
scientific lineage, but also as active researchers facing the same reviewing and publication choices as our au-
thors. We have discussed these challenges as a group as well as with the broader scientific community. We
promote publishing in, and reviewing for, society publications like AGU journals, because society journals help
form strong foundations for scientific communication and community. Publishing with AGU is publishing with
purpose.

1. Science Before Profit
Publishing with purpose means ensuring that publication revenues are reinvested in science rather than extracted
from it. AGU journals are owned and run by a not‐for‐profit society with a global mission. The AGU reinvests
revenues into activities that strengthen Earth and Space sciences, including meetings, education and outreach,
professional development, and many programs that broaden participation in science across borders. AGU pub-
lication decisions are independent of political and commercial influence, including Wiley who are contracted for
their global publishing services. Editorial decisions are made by member scientists with full independence from
the commercial publisher and freedom from the conflict of interest arising from maximizing revenue. They are
guided by scientific values of their members rather than profit growth targets. In an era when scholarly publishing
is increasingly concentrated by large commercial powerhouses (Butler et al., 2023), preserving publication
venues governed by scientists in service of science is more important than ever. As AGU editors, we work for
science, not shareholders.

2. Trust That Endures
Scientific reputation—quality, integrity, and standing—is earned over decades of practice. AGU journals are
widely recognized for sustained scientific quality and leadership. AGU publications have built their standing
through more than a century of editorial rigor, attentive peer review, high ethical standards, and progressive
leadership; qualities attained through broad and deep partnership with the scientific community. The influence of
AGU publications extends beyond short‐term metrics like impact factors. The true measure of a journal's value is
whether it consistently publishes research that remains relevant, discoverable, and influential years after
publication.

3. A Commitment to Quality
Peer review is the foundation of scientific quality and progress. Yet the rigor of the peer review process has
suffered as the volume of scientific publishing has ballooned. Reviewer burnout is rampant as experts are
overwhelmed by the volume of requests (Beal et al., 2022). As society publications, our remit is to serve authors,
reviewers, and readers alike. While striving for an effective, rapid review process, we also respect that careful
reviews may take time and that readers want to consume cogent science. Hence, editorial decisions at AGU are
guided by a simple question: Does this work clearly advance scientific understanding? Our objective is not merely
to publish papers, but to publish durable and reproducible advancements in science. Immediacy, impact factors,
volume, and trendy topics do not drive editorial decisions. Durability, reproducibility, and rigor remain central
priorities. Even as pressures mount to accelerate timelines, AGU editors do not compromise quality simply to
optimize for short term metrics.

4. Nurturing the Next Generation
AGU publications exist to serve scientific communities now and into the future. They sustain the ecosystems and
people that make science possible. This commitment is reflected in efforts to support early career researchers,
engage scientists globally, promote diversity and inclusion, and expand participation across historically under-
represented communities (Wooden et al., 2023). Through fee waivers, institutional partnerships, educational
events, training initiatives (Dedej et al., 2023), and editorial development programs for early career researchers
(Schuette et al., 2026; M. A. Xenopoulos & Nguyen, 2024), AGU publications work to lower barriers to
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participation and cultivate scientific leaders worldwide. Publishing with AGU is not a simple transaction between
authors and publishers. It is part of AGU's larger mission of community building for the future benefit of science
and society (Ricci et al., 2023).

5. Global Participation and Representation
Earth and Space sciences are inherently global disciplines. The challenges we study—from climate change and
natural hazards to water security and planetary exploration—transcend political boundaries. A core purpose of
AGU publishing is to engage scientists from across the globe. Indeed, about 2/3 of submissions to AGU journals
now originate from outside the United States. Yet, until recently, men from the Global North have made up over
80% of editorial positions in the geosciences, with ∼50% of researchers believing that there is editorial bias
against the Global South (Aldabbagh et al., 2026). AGU journals are tackling issues of equitable global
engagement and editorial bias. Beyond simply offering implicit bias training, we have transformed international
representation on editorial boards, created open calls for editor recruitment, implemented rubrics that focus on
content over author affiliation, and encouraged consultation among editors to better balance decision‐making
(Beal et al., 2022). AGU has taken leadership in promoting equitable international collaboration by requiring
greater transparency regarding the involvement and recognition of all researchers and communities in scientific
research (Xenopoulos et al., 2024).

6. Connecting Science With Society
The purpose of academic publishing is best fulfilled when our science informs policy and society. Visibility and
credibility are increasingly important components of scientific impact. AGU works on behalf of authors to
communicate their work to audiences beyond academia, including policymakers, educators, journalists, practi-
tioners, and the public (Destouni et al., 2024). AGU staff partner with editors to promote media engagement,
policy outreach, Eos coverage, and other strategic communication efforts to ensure that scientific findings inform
decisions that affect society. Editors nominate important works for additional communication, ensuring that
findings are highlighted across the scientific community and beyond. AGU publications have been mentioned
more than 27,000 times in policy documents globally (Altmetric, 2026), reflecting direct influence on environ-
mental regulation, climate policy, and resource management. Further, AGU's Community Science Exchange
offers opportunities for publishing relevant case studies, tools, and instructional materials beyond the traditional
peer‐reviewed journal landscape. AGU journals are therefore expanding the contribution of our science to
evidence‐based decision making and public understanding (Schuette et al., 2025).

7. Openness and Equity
AGU journals have been leaders in the Open Access movement and advancing FAIR (Findable, Accessible,
Interoperable, and Reusable) science practices, embedding data‐ and code‐sharing requirements to enhance
reproducibility, accessibility, and utilization of scientific research. Over 72% of AGU journal articles in 2024
included a data citation and 25% cited software, up just 1% and 0.2% in 2019 (Vrouwenvelder et al., 2024). AGU
is committed to equitable data sharing and has co‐led with partners the development of guidelines for the
governance of Indigenous data in scholarly publishing (Jennings et al., 2026). We continue working toward
sustainable open access while avoiding the conflict of interest inherent in profit‐making open access journals that
have been widely criticized (Butler et al., 2023). In 2025, 77% of new AGU articles were freely accessible, a rapid
increase of 55% since 2019 (Wooden, 2026). Importantly, AGU reinvests in publication‐fee waivers, national and
institutional open access agreements, and data‐sharing support to ensure that open access fee requirements are not
a barrier to publication (Wooden et al., 2023). AGU has committed to publishing all papers regardless of the
author's ability to pay publication fees, waiving more than $1 million in fees in 2025 (Wooden, 2026).

8. Responsible, Shared Science Stewardship
A vital purpose of editorial practice is to safeguard fairness, transparency, and scientific integrity. AGU's
publications—the 24 journals, books program, and preprint server—are led by an international editorial com-
munity with more than 1,000 volunteer editors carefully recruited for their standing as principled scientists,
consummate communicators, and respected leaders in their field. Editorial work, like peer review, is a form of
service and stewardship rather than gatekeeping. Editors are held accountable for rigorous and just editorial
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decisions alongside the promotion of careful and constructive peer review. They are supported by new editorial
training, consultations, and quarterly meetings as well as ethical standards built on documented policies evolving
from a century of AGU Publications experience. AGU editors carefully consider the limited time of our reviewers
not to overload them while expanding the reviewer pool. In 2025, AGU received more than 43,000 reviews from
almost 21,000 distinct reviewers (Wooden, 2026) as recognized in an annual editorial published by each AGU
journal (for a GRL example, see Karnauskas et al., 2026). Trust in science depends on trust in the process and
policies through which science is evaluated and communicated.

9. Standing up for Science
In periods of political uncertainty, misinformation, and declining public trust in science (Gewin, 2026), strong
societies provide a strong collective voice that can stand up for individual researchers and scientific values. AGU
is helping to preserve the objective freedoms of science and scientists, as well as the institutions that employ and
fund them. In the United States, historically the largest investor in research globally, AGU is funding young
scientists to visit Capitol Hill, facilitating advocacy initiatives, engagement with policy makers, and when
necessary, bringing lawsuits in defense of science. Publishing is not just about communicating results and
advancing careers. It is about building resilient communities that can navigate difficult times together.

The question of where to publish is ultimately a question of what kind of scientific environment we are willing to
support. Society journals do more than publish papers. They reinvest in the community, maintain rigorous
standards, amplify discoveries, protect scientific integrity, and provide long‐term stewardship. When we choose
AGU publications, we support AGU values. Publishing with purpose means investing in institutions, people, and
values that strengthen science for future generations. As Editors in Chief, we stand behind this model.
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